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INTERIM BOARD  
 

The interim Board of Directors of the 
Placitas Trails Homeowners Association is:   

 

President:  Nancy Westbrook   
Vice President:  Margaret Palumbo 
Treasurer:  Russell Ruhl  
Secretary:  Kathy Smith   
At Large:  Hildred Huyssoon 
Jan LaPrelle has accepted the assignment 

of a paid Administrative Assistant to replace 
Natalie Heffner who had replaced Kay Upton.   
 
PRESIDENTÕS MESSAGE: 

 

After everyone volunteered for the new 
Interim Board positions, the only vacancy was the 
position of President, so by default I am your 
President. 

Please keep in mind that we are the 
ÒINTERIM BOARDÓ and our main purpose is to 
align everything, clear the records, determine our 
financial status, and present a slate of nominees 
for the Placitas Trails HomeownersÕ Association 
Board of Directors to the Homeowners at the next 
Annual Meeting.  At the present we have found all 
the records and bank account information and 
everything is in balance.  Our goal is to 
ÒcommunicateÓ with all of you and keep everyone 
up to date, therefore, we plan to publish the 
minutes, as well as issue a quarterly newsletter.  It 
would be cost effective to use E-mail as much as 
possible and for those who donÕt have that access, 
we will use the U.S. Mail. 

Jan LaPrelle has graciously volunteered to 
be our Administrative Assistant, for both this 
Board and the next to be elected, and without her 
assistance we would be lost. 

Your assignment is: to volunteer 
yourself or find people to fill the positions that 
will be up for vote.  At this time Hildred Huysoon, 
Russ Ruhl, and I are willing to stay on the Board 
and serve.  We will be seeking additional 
nominees to fill the Board which consists of 5 
members. 

Your Neighbor, 
Nancy Westbrook 

 

ANNUAL MEETING  
 
Please make note that the next Annual 

Meeting of the Homeowners Association is 
Wednesday, March 8, 2006.   A permanent 
Board of Directors for the Association will be 
elected at this meeting.  An official announce-
ment shall be issued before this meeting.   
 
WELCOME NEW NEIGHBORS  
 
¥ Hildred Huyssoon, 156 Placitas Trails Road 
¥ Jennise and Randall Phillips, 114 Placitas 

Trails Road 
¥ Nick and Nora Timmons, 42 Dusty Trail 
¥ Rick and Hymie Vaccarello, 26 Roadrunner 

Trail 
¥ Keith and Charlotte Lough, 10 Trails Road 

East 
¥ Terry Palmer & Rod Biddle, 43 Dusty Trail 
¥ Bethany Sherwood, 9 Sage Hill Drive 
¥ Dana Hee, 3 Bison Court 
¥ Meg Leonard, 5 Trace Court 
¥ Debbie Goss, 7 Camino Cielo 
¥ William and Pamela Witt, 56 Placitas Trails 

Road 
 
CONDOLENCES 
 

On behalf of all of Placitas Trails, our 
heartfelt condolences are extended to:  

Norman and Beverly Schippers on the 
tragic and untimely death of their daughter 
and son-in-law. 

Barry Howard on the loss of his beloved 
wife, Sylvia, who after a valiant fight 
succumbed to cancer.   
 
ANNUAL ASSESSMENT FEE 

 
The interim Board is preparing a 2006 

budget.  After this budget is prepared, 
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it will be sent to Homeowners with the 
annual Association fee assessments.  This 
should be in February. 
 
HOMEOWNER IMPROVEMENTS  
 

All new construction, additions, and 
outside remodeling require construction 
deposits and approval of plans by the 
Architectural Control Committee which meets 
the first Thursday of each month.  Please call 
Debbie DeGraauw if you are considering any 
exterior changes.   Her number is 771-9549.   
 
REMINDER:  
 

Recreational Vehicles, campers and 
trailers cannot be stored within view at a 
residence or on a lot.   
 
SUMMARY OF BOARD MEETINGS:  
 

There have been four meetings since the 
interim Board was elected.  At the first 
meeting, they elected officers.   

On November 30, 2005 the Board met to 
discuss what information has been received 
from the previous Board.  Nancy and Russ 
will be sign on the Bank Accounts.  Nancy 
indicated that we did not have a key for the 
mailbox.  She would have another one made.   

At the December 12 meeting, the Board 
appointed Jan LaPrelle as the paid assistant to 
help the Board in administrative matters.  
They also passed a motion to have an official 
audit of the financial records.  Debbie 
DeGraauw briefed the Board members on the 
financial process of the ACC.  Dianne Wise 
briefed the Board members on the 
Neighborhood NetworkÕs role and process. 

At the January 9, 2006 meeting, the Board 
approved paying the Administrative Assistant 
$25.00 per hour, the same amount paid to 
previous Administrative Assistants. 

 
 

Jan LaPrelle, Administrative Assistant, 
said that she was working with Barry Gordon 
to update the files in the SAM Program.   

She reported that she closely reviewed the 
financial information of the Association.  Last 
year when the assessment fees were collected, 
the lot numbers of those who paid were not 
annotated in the database.  Fees were not 
received for three lots.  Since it would be an 
inordinate amount of work for Jan to research 
which lots paid and did not, the Board decided 
to close out the assess-ments for 2005 and 
prepare for 2006.   

The Board decided to prepare 2005 
Financial Statements and attached to this 
newsletter for HomeownersÕ review and 
information.   

The BoardÕs liability insurance was 
renewed with the same company because of 
the deadline.  Next year quotes from other 
insurance companies will be sought to see if a 
lower premium can be found. 

Nancy Westbrook reported that she has 
sent a letter to the Placitas Trails Concerned 
Citizens for a financial report of the $5,000 
paid to them by the Placitas Trails Home-
ownersÕ Association.   This documentation is 
important for our financial audit.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please help us to update our records by 
completing the attached PTHOA Homeowners 
and Renters Registration form. It can be 
mailed to the address located at the bottom of 
the form. Thank you. 
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INTERIM BOARD 
President:  Nancy Westbrook   
Vice President:  Margaret Palumbo 
Treasurer:  Russell Ruhl  
Secretary:  Kathy Smith   
At Large:  Hildred Huyssoon 

 

ANNUAL PLACITAS TRAILS 
HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 

MEETING 
 

MARCH 8, 2006 
PLACITAS PRESBYERIAN 

CHURCH 
7:00 

6:30 Refreshments will be served 
 

*Elections of Board of Directors 
*Request by Tom Ashe to provide  
access to Anazazi West via Norte Trail 
 
We will need a quorum for this 
meeting.  Please either attend or 
complete the attached proxy for 
someone to represent you.   
 
ADDRESSES 

The way the Fire Department and Police 
Department locate your home in an emergency is 
looking at your Red Numbers displayed in front of 
your driveway.  If you do not have these red 
numbers, they are free at the County Courthouse 
in Bernalillo.   
 
NEIGHBOR UPDATE 

Our deepest sympathy to Barbara 
Wendorff who lost her mother. 
 
SUMMARY OF Feb 13 BOARD MEETING 

The Board decided to keep the 
HomeownersÕ Association assessment fee the 
same as last year even though our funds are tight.  
The Board is ÒinterimÓ and believes a permanent 

Board should make any necessary adjustments to 
the fees. 

La Puerta Real Estate offered to print and 
pay for next Trails Directory.  The Board decided 
to discuss this proposal with La Puerta to 
determine what exactly they wanted in return.  
The Board agreed that they should not release 
homeownersÕ database to La Puerta without 
HomeownersÕ approval.   

The Board voted to keep all money 
collected by the Architectural Control Committee 
(ACC) in the ACC checking account.  All ACC 
income and disbursements will now be made from 
that account.   Money will be transferred to the 
HomeownersÕ Association checking account when 
deemed necessary.   

Nancy reported that Janet Fowler, CPA, 
will perform the 2005 financial audit/review.   

The Board discussed a letter from a 
Homeowner questioning a construction approval 
by the ACC.   The Board decided it was time to 
review the Covenants especially as they pertain to 
the building of an Òoutbuilding.Ó  

A nominating committee for Board 
candidates has been established.  It consists of 
Barry Howard, Bill Anders and Rene Connor.  
Three interim Board members have expressed an 
interest to remain on the Board.  They are:  Nancy 
Westbrook, Russ Ruhl, and Hildred Huysoon.  We 
need at least two more candidates.  Please contact 
Nancy Westbrook or any of the members of the 
nominating committee if you are interested or if 
you know of anyone interested.   

Nancy reported that she would order 
cookbooks from the Placitas Garden Club as 
welcoming gifts to our new neighbors. 

Ed Baragiola has resigned from the Road 
Committee.  A big THANK YOU to Ed for his 
many years of hard work on this Committee.   

There are plans to build a Charter School 
on Highway 165 just east of PNM and the 
Recycling Center on the North side of the road.  
There are also plans to bring in fill and build 
homes down in the arroyo between this site and 
Roadrunner Trail.  These homes will go down 
towards the industrial property.  They will not 
have access to or be part of Trails.   
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Board Members :                                                                                                                      Secretary: Russ Ruhl              
President: Nancy Westbrook                                                                                            Treasurer: Bob Christopher 
Vice President: J. Brooks                                                                                   Member at Large: Hildred Huyssoon 

 

7 Norte Trail Court, Placitas, NM 87043 

 

Summary of the  3-30-06 Board Meeting  
The Board approved the expansion of the Vice 
PresidentÕs duties to chair the committee to re-
vise the By-Laws and Covenants 

Debbie deGraauw was reappointed as the ACC 
Chairperson. It was noted that the ACC meets 
the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM. 

The invitation to adopt 2 miles of Hwy. 165 for 
cleanup and beautification was discussed and 
not adopted. 

Stray dogs continue to be a problem, which is 
compounded by the fact that Sandoval County 
has only one animal control person. 

Bob Christopher reported on the Charter School 
on Hwy 165.  The contractor had proposed an-
nexation by the Town of Bernalillo; the Town 
Council rejected the proposal. A meeting will be 
held Tuesday, April 25, 2006 at 6:00 PM at the 
County Zoning meeting, this is for public com-
ment. 

The Board chose to meet the second Monday 
of each month, at 10:00 AM at Nancy West-
brookÕs home. 

A Large Thank You ! 
The Nominating Committee, which consisted of 
Bill Anders, Barry Howard and Rene Connor, 
did an outstanding job of finding candidates for 
the 2006 PTHOA Board. Again, thank you for 
stepping up and serving all of Trails. 

Thanks to Margaret Palumbo and Kathy Smith 
for all their time and work in serving as part of 
the PTHO Interim Board.  

Summary of the 4-10-06 Board Meeting  
Board position changes were discussed, voted 
and agreed upon: 
     Bob Christopher  -  Treasurer 
     Russ Ruhl           -   Secretary 

The Secretarial position will now include the 
Road Committee (which includes the paving 
and maintenance of our streets), repairing and 
maintaining the landscaping and lights at the 
entrances, overseeing the modification of the 
bulletin boards, be the contact for animal con-

trol and have the EMERGENCY RED numerals 
available (for everyoneÕs driveways). 

The usual ÒsecretarialÓ duties will be the elec-
tronic recording of the board meeting, typed up 
by the President, and the Admin. Asst. will do 
the Newsletter. 

New Welcoming  Committee  
Renee Connor, Jan Anders, Kay Guadagnoli, 
Joan Jander, Susan Jordan, Terry Palmer and 
Dagmar Pfander have agreed to serve on this 
much needed committee.  If you see a moving 
truck, or know of someone new moving into our 
neighborhood, please call one of these repre-
sentatives and they will deliver the welcoming 
packet, plus the New Mexico MagazineÕs 
ÒSouthwest FlavorÓ cookbook. 

ACC Committee Report  
Mary Martinek is resigning and Hildred Huys-
soon has volunteered to replace her on the 
committee.  There has been a rash of permit 
requests and questions regarding Òout build-
ingsÓ which highlights the need for the Re-Write 
Committee to be addressing this issue.  How-
ever, it also points out Òthe closing of the barn 
door AFTER the horse is goneÓ. 

Update on PTHOA Funds to Placitas Co n-
cerned Citizens  
Repeated requests to this group and to their 
attorneys has produced no report on the dis-
persal of our donated funds, for our audit re-
view.  The Board has decided to not waste any 
more time on this lost cause. 

Miscellaneous Business  
Missing solar driveway lights have been re-
ported on the far West end of Trails. The police 
were notified and we ask that you be good 
neighbors and keep an eye out for each other.   

A break-in attempt was made on the mail boxes  
on Tierra Madre Road, which has less traffic 
than our other entrances.  The Post Office has 
been contacted and the Board encourages eve-
ryone to pick up their mail DAILY and not place 
checks and other important mail in the outgoing 
mail slot. 





Placitas Trails Directory  
It’s here! With the distribution of this newsletter 
you should receive your directory through the 
Neighborhood Network. Please contact us at 
janlap@comcast.net if you find an error that 
needs our immediate attention. We have con-
verted our database and hope that any errors 
will be minimal. The next newsletter will be 
emailed to those who have requested it. If you 
would like to add your name to that list, please 
contact the above email address. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Addresses  
The way the Fire Department and Police De-
partment locate your home in an emergency is 
looking at your Red Numbers displayed in front 
of your driveway.  If you do not have these red 
numbers, they are free at the County Court-
house in Bernalillo.   
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7 Norte Trail Court, Placitas, NM 87043   *     janlap@comcast.net 

 

Summary of the  8-14-06 Board Meeting : 

By-Laws and CC& RÕs Rewriting Commi ttee 
J. Brooks reported that the committees are right 
on schedule. Changes were written and a to-do 
list was created and shared between the CC&R 
and By-Law committees. 

Treasurer Report  
Bob Christopher submitted and the board ap-
proved the financial reports. 

Road Committee  
Russ Ruhl noted that letters were sent to the 
county requesting all gravel roads in Trails be 
approved for paving in order to get them on the 
docket. When the time comes, it will be at the 
homeownerÕs discretion to pave if they choose 
to do so. 

Russ Ruhl worked on lowering the cost of mov-
ing the mailboxes on the west end. It was sug-
gested that a new drop box be added for outgo-
ing mail if the post office would approve.  

New Business  
A ÒConnectivity StudyÓ is being done on the cor-
ridor in Bernalillo near 550 and the intersection 
of I-25. Russ Ruhl has volunteered to be the 
PTHA liaison at these meetings to keep Trails 
informed of new developments. Due to the Rail 
Runner, new businesses and homes are in the 
forecast. 

The Board suggested that each of the Placitas 
homeownerÕs boards select a representative to 
meet jointly in order to keep every association 
up to speed regarding Placitas and the sur-
rounding areas. A list of associations will be 
procured and the necessary contacts will be 
made to set up a meeting. 

Jay Brooks has assumed the Presidency of the 
PTHA since the death of Nancy Westbrook. Ac-
cording to the By-laws, it was determined that a 
fifth board member may be voted in at the No-
vember meeting and the office of vice-president 
will stand vacant until that time.  

 

Summary of the 8 -28-06 Board Meeting:  

By-Laws and CC& RÕs Rewriting Commi ttee 
J. Brooks will now look into the creation of the 
web site for the CC&RÕs and By-Laws review.  

Road Committee  
Russ Ruhl will work with the Garden Club on 
the red house numbers. 

West end mailboxes are in the process of being 
realigned. 

Welcoming  Committee    Please Welcome the 
Newbies to our neighborhood: 

- Caren and Marcus Cox at 16 Trails Road 
East from Albuquerque! 

 - Carlos, Yanira and Emanuel PŽrez at 12 Pla-
citas Trails Road from Florida! 

 - Edmund and Deborah Benz at 133 Placitas 
Trails Road from New York! 

 - Walter & Patricia Nickerson at 23 Roadrunner 
Trail 

 - Frances Mason and Lori Utley at 3 Bison 
Court 

Baby Congratulations  go to:  
 - The Rushtons on the birth of twin boys, Adam 
Patrick and Christopher John! 
 - The InglisÕ on the birth of Calum Thomas! 
 - The Panganibans on the birth of Paloma 
Miriam! 
 
Our Sympathies to:  
 - Mary Martinek and her family on the loss of 
Karl Pflock on June 5th.  
 - Al Westbrook and his family on the loss of 
Nancy on August 2nd. 
- The Verdugo family on the loss of Wanda 
Robbie in August 
 
Administrative  
Please contact us at janlap@comcast.net if you 
would like to receive your newsletter by email. 
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ANNUAL PLACITAS  TRAILS 
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION MEETING 

 

7:00 pm, Wed., November 29, 2006  
PLACITAS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

  6:00   Las Placitas Open Presentation re: LaFarge Lease 
  6:30   Light Refreshments will be served 

 

Elections for Board of D irector s Vacancies  
 

A quorum is needed for this meeting. 
We hope that you can attend, but if not, please give your proxy to 

another homeowner or Board Member. 
 

Summaries  of the  10-09-06 and 11-09-06 Board 
Meeting s: 

By-Laws and CC& RÕs Rewriting Commi ttees 
Rod Biddle has prepared the following link where the 
CC&Rs have been posted with proposed changes. 
These changes will be discussed and voted on, so 
please review them prior to the annual meeting. In 
an effort to save the homeowners excessive postage 
and printing we encourage you to print your own 
copy from this web site. If you cannot access the 
internet at home, Bernalillo and Placitas Public Li-
braries have a computer and printer. If you have a 
problem, please call Debbie DeGraauw (771-9549) 
and she will be happy to assist you. 
 

CC&R Link : 
 

http://home.comcast.net/~pt.hoa/PTHOA_Revised_CCR.html  
 
The By-laws will be posted prior to the Semi-annual 
Meeting this spring.  
Treasurer  Report  
Bob Christopher submitted and the board approved 
the October financial reports. 
Road Committee  
Russ Ruhl reported that the Department of Trans-
portation is in favor of the access from Norte Trail to 
the new subdivision Petroglyph Trails. Tom Ashe 
stated that he will keep the gate closed until a per-
centage of construction is completed – no word on 
that number. Bob Christopher will continue looking 
into options regarding this access.  

Letters were written to the county making sure that if 
cul-de-sac residents wanted their road paved that it 
would be their choice, not the homeowners associa-
tion.  

Sandoval County requires that the red reflective 
house numbers be posted for emergency reasons. 

According to Sandoval County they have hired two 
people to check compliance, generate warnings, and 
then following through with fines around $250 for not 
posting the numbers. We will have numbers avail-
able for you at the annual meeting. Please pick them 
up and put them up!  

West end mailboxes have been moved to accom-
modate a driveway. Thanks to Russ Ruhl, Paul 
Dominquez, and Ray Rivera for all their hard work 
and for saving us so much money!! 
New Business  
Jay Brooks reported that a web site is being evalu-
ated whereby the homeowners can view the 
CC&Rs, By-laws, newsletter, and possibly download 
forms. 

Nominations will be taken for two open positions on 
the Board at the November 29th Annual Meeting. 
Please call a Board member or drop a line to the 
PTHA address listed below. You may also submit a 
name at the meeting but please make sure that the 
person behind the name is present or holds a note 
stating that they are willing to serve. 

PLACITAS TRAILS WATER COOP 
The 2005 water quality and appendix are available online: 

 

APPENDIX:  
http://home.comcast.net/~ptwc.ops/appendix_d.html 

CC&R: 
http://home.comcast.net/~ptwc.ops/ccr.html  

 

Welcoming Committee    Please welcome the   
Newbies to our neighborhood: 

o Rich & Debbie Barnett at 121 Placitas Trails Road 
from Albuquerque! 

o Judith Acosta at 16 Roadrunner Trail! 
o Walter & Patricia Nickerson at 23 Roadrunner 

Trail! 
o Edmund & Deborah Benz at 133 Placitas Trails 

Road! 
o Frances K Mason and Lori Utley at 3 Bison Court! 
Las Placitas presentation at 6:00 pm is offered to 
those who are interested in LaFarge’s lease plans.  

Holiday open house: Showcasing local artist Holland 
O’Neil’s mosaic designs. Saturday, December 9 
from 1 - 4 pm; 01 Caminito Trail - the home of Chris 
and Bob Becker. 


